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Summary: Praise for Team Seven : ". [L]ucid and affecting . [A]n accomplishment, both for its ambition and its
grounding, for what it tries to say and how it says it. Burke has an ear for the ridiculously rich and slyly
intelligent language of urban black America. As the great James Baldwin asked, 'lf black English isn't a
language, then tell me, what is?'" -- The Washington Post "A wonderful debut novel that moves with the rhythm
of the streets. Burke crafts a street-smart tale of the possibilities and temptations of growing up. There is power
in his words, and the tale moves like a locomotive right to the end." -- Kirkus Reviews , starred review "The
writing is rich with street vernacular, adding authenticity and depth to Andre's inner and outer worlds." --
Publishers Weekly "Burke draws on personal experience to illuminate inner-city African American realities." --
Library Journal "This coming-of-age novel marks the promising debut of African American author Burke, a
product of the Boston suburb Milton, Susquehanna University, and the lowa Writers Workshop." -- Booklist "A
young black man growing up in a gritty area outside Boston sidesteps a promising basketball career to deal
drugs and make war with rival gangs, in this penetrating debut novel of a family and a community on the
brink." -- O, The Oprah Magazine "This is a book about people engulfed from childhood in complexities that
would baffle any wisdom. But their hopes, though they are felt so often in the absence or failure or corruption
of friendship, marriage and family, remain with them and sustain them. Team Seven achieves a rare degree of
mature and compassionate insight. It is a remarkable first novel." --Marilynne Robinson,...
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