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of music? Pretty thoughts oFen float before me; but if I try to write them down and make a little musical whole
of them, I commonly am stopped short aFer the first four measures, where my fancy leaves me in the lurch. If
to the first thoughts I add new ones, they will not fit together rightly. Then I wonder at the composers of larger
works. It is incomprehensible to me, how one can think out such innumerable thoughts, and fit them all
together into one consistent whole. I remark, to be sure, that in such works many a thought, once there, comes
up again, but as it were in a new dress. For the study of a School of Thorough Bass I have no time; moreover,
such a work, without the special guidance of a teacher, would probably remain a book with seven seals for me.
Besides, it is not at all my purpose to form myself into a composer proper; I only wish to have just so much light
in this matter, as to enable me at times to write musical trifles for my own satisfaction, or at the most for good
friends. These words are taken from the letter of a friend, who turned to me in this predicament. I oFen have
the same inquiry made of me by word of mouth, and information asked of me, which leads me to infer the
quite erroneous notion of many dilettanti, namely, that a piece of music consists for the most part of a string of
wholly new thoughts. To prove the contrary,...
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