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Charleston, S. C., June 6th, 1889 It was with no little pleasure, and certainly with no less surprise, that some
weeks ago | received an invitation to deliver a lecture in this new and well-appointed hall of the Mechanics
Union. Coming at a time when | was in the midst of the most pressing engagements, and when | could not well
see how it would be possible for me to accept, my first impulse was to decline, with thanks for the honor
conferred. But when | remembered that the invitation had come from the Mutual Aid Association, a society that
owes its origin to an accident which befell an employee of the City Railway Company, and which was founded
by a gentleman who was once my pupil, - Mr. Adolph Melchers - a society whose corner-stone is benevolence,
and whose shibboleth is charity, so catholic in its principles as to welcome to its membership the
representatives of every creed; a society, non-sectarian and non-political, whose object is to assist its members
in times of sickness, and the widows and orphans of its deceased members in times of distress; when |
remembered the little acorn planted by that earnest band, which, on the evening of September 19th, 1880, met
on Shepherd street; and when | see the giant oak to which that acorn has already grown, the large and
prosperous society, which, to-day, is a factor in the charities of this city, ministering to the sick, relieving...
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