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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: .fellow --he gave whether he had to give or not--indeed, he owed much in
order to give. And it was the same in love as in all else; his tenderness for women was bounded by no narrow
limits; he loved in a wholesale, promiscuous, lavish way. A laughing black cupid, the shameless little rogue,
tipped his whole quiverful of darts with the love-spell and twanged them at Masheen s susceptible bosom; and
in so many places did the little love-god pierce his enjellied heart that he became quite hopelessly mixed as to
his obligations. But it was as best man at weddings that Masheen Dyle shone in all his lustre. There his peculiar
gifts found full scope; and he was always in great request. When he wished to mark his appreciation of the
dignity of any social function he wore an eyeglass--he wore one at weddings. He heroically accepted the
discomfort for the sake of the commanding air it secured him, and balanced the trying strain on his sight by
giving each eye the alternate burden to bear during the course of the ceremony and at the resulting festivities.
Yes, Elias Chudgrew felt that he had reached up to noisy magnificence, and plucked therefrom a handful of the
gilded leaves of distinction for wreath--indeed, even now all the glory of it burnt into his brow with a touch of
sweet pain, as in a larger world the pinching gauds of high fashion are worn by victims...
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